
Teacher 
Toolkit

Getting to Know You 
Activities



 Paper Cutout
Provide each student with a 
paper cutout in the shape of 
a person

Give students the following 
instructions for decorating 
their cutout:



Bio Poem
Ask your students to write a poem using the following template. 
It's really easy, you don't need to be a poet.
Do your own with them so they get the idea. 
It’s a great way for your students to get to know you too!

Line 1:
Line 2:
Line 3:
Line 4:
Line 5:
Line 6:
Line 7:
Line 8:
Line 9:
Line 10:

Name
Two phrases about who you are

Four words that describe you
Who likes _____, _____, and _____

Who believes ______
Who wants to be ______

Who worries about _____ and _____
Who has _____, _____, and _____

Who says, “__________”
Last Name



       Student Profile Card
Maintain easy to access records about student as learners. 

How?
1. Use different color cards for each class
2. Put the name of the student on the front of the card
3. Put whatever information is useful to plan instruction and assign groups 

of work at the back

Here is an example of the information you can include and the way you can do it:
● A place to mark the student’s approximate reading level (upper left)
● A list of potential learning preferences (lower Left)*
● A place to jot students’ interest (center)
● An indicator of the student's affiliation with school (upper right)
● A place to note if a student receives ELL or Academic Support services 

(lower right)

* Abbreviations:
● Q/N (Does the student work best with Quiet or Noise?)
● V/A/K (Visual, Auditory or Kinesthetic approaches to learning?)
● G/I (prefers to work in groups or independently?
● A/P/C (Does the student show strength in analytical, practical 

             or creative approaches to learning?)

Jamala Fisher 

Strengths          Interests          Sch. Affil.
soccer +  -
reading
video games

Learning Preference                  Support
Q/N           IEP
V/A/K           ELL         
G/I  
A/P/W  



Design your own Postcard
Students design a postcard that reveals something about them and what they value. 
Students can use pictures from magazines, photographs of themselves, or images from the internet. 
They should focus on finding visuals that tell others about who they are as people.

On the reverse side of the postcard ask students to describe the significance of each of their depictions. 
Have them explain why they chose each image/word. They may also wish to list personal information 
there if they’d like.



Greeting at the Door
Teachers can learn a lot about students and greatly enhance communication by being at the door each 
day to speak briefly with each student as he or she enters the room. It is difficult to overstate the 
significance making eye contact and saying hello to each student. 

A few things to try:

Ask specific questions like... 
“How did the homework go last night?”

Make personal comments like...
“You have new shoes on today.”

Pay a compliment like...
“I know the work was hard yesterday, so I appreciate that you stuck with it despite the difficulty.” 

The accumulation of information and interpersonal connections that result are immeasurable.


